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DIRECTIONS to SERVANTS; 


Particularly thoſe who have the Care of 


CHILD RE EN 


EOS 4 444 <V4< 16111 $141461Juf 


5 


Importance of thoſe Servants. 


Ir has been the cuſtom of writers who 
treat of education, to fix terms of re- 


proach to the very offices and em ploy- 
ments of thoſe nurſes and ſervants who 


have the firſt care of children, This is 


unjuſt and injudicious ; becauſe, 
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A. To ') 


1. No poſſeſſions are ſo valuable to a 
family, as its children, 


2. All offices derive cheir real i impor- 


tance and dignity from the nature of 


their duties and truſts. 


2. If the care of wealth, and the en- 


joyment of honours, give importance to 
ſtewards, houſekeepers, and valets; of 


what conſequence ought to be, a gover- 


neſs, a nurſe, or even a ſervant, who 


has the care of children ? 


. Servants, in this buſineſs, ſhould there- 


fore be impreſſed with the ſtrongeſt ideas 


of the importance of their employment. 
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SECT. II. 


© The real Intereſt of Servants. 


SERVANTS are ſaid to be governed 
by their intereſts: ſo, perhaps, are their 


maſters: and it is no man's real intereſt 
to do wrong. The intereſt of a ſervant 


is much better promoted by ſecuring his 


maſter's and miſtreſs's good opinion and 


regard, than by merely accumulating 


money in their ſervice. 


A nurſe, or ſervant, who devotes her 


time, and often endangers her health, to 


bring up a child according to the views 
and intentions of its parents, is adopted 
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into the family, and provided againſt 


wants and diſtreſſes for her life, 

But this regard is not to be obtained 
by a pretended or deceitful-diſcharge of 
this duty ; and all right to conſideration 
and affiſtance is forfeited by thoſe who 
do not obſerve, in the ſmalleſt things, 


the directions which - are given n 
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where the head preſides and directs, and 
the members execute and obey Oyj 5/2cr 


As- all the actions of the body would 


eraſe; if the members were to have di- 
ſtinct and Keparate wills, and not abſo- 
lowly to obey the bead, ſo all the duties 


of 
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of a family muſt be wretchedly diſchar- | 
ged, when there is more than one will, 


or where that will is not aral obeyed, 


This does not ſet aſide the uſe of ad- 


vice and counſel from a ſervant, The 


members of the body counſel and ad- 


viſe the head, by giving information of 


the pleaſures and pains they feel in exe- 


cuting its will; and the whole conſtitu- 
tion of man often deliberates, in ſolemn 
counſel, on what is to be done or avoided. 


In this manner, all the members of a fa- 
mily give informations to the head, and 
aſliſt its determinations ; but when thoſe 


determinations are once made, they 
ſhould be minutely and exactly obeyed. 


. No 


* 1 82 * 4 * 
... K — 


Keie 
No ſervant is fit for any truſt, with 
whom the will of the maſter and miſtreſs 
(which always ſhould be one) is not a 


| facred and inviolable law. 
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The intereſt of a ſervant lies in obey- 
ing this will with as much truth and ſin- 


cerity in ſecret, as if the maſter or miſ- 


treſs were preſent. 


There is no darkneſs which can long 


| conceal deceit and ill conduct. 


For as the labourer who ſhould waſte, 
or apply to his own uſe, the ſeed to be 
ſown in the ground; or ſhould, ſow 
tares inſtead of wheat ; would ſoon have 
his deceit diſcovered : ſo the ſervant who 


ſhould appear to act well in the pre- 


| ſence 
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ſence of her maſter, ' and ſhould act 


otherwiſe in his abſence, muſt be diſco- 


vered by the effects produced in the 
minds of the children. Re 


The intereſt of a ſervant depends on 


the good opinion of the maſter ; and 


that good opinion cannot be obtained or 
preſerved (eſpecially in the caſe of chil- 
dren) but by the ſtricteſt fidelity, the 
moſt unblemiſhed honour and truth, in 


obſerving his deſires and intentions. 


For if a houſekeeper is eſteemed, in 
proportion to the œconomy and good 
order with which the family is con- 


ducted]; if a ſteward is reſpected, from 


the good condition and increaſing reve- 


nues of the eſtates under his care : fo 
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are governeſſes, nurſes, and ſervants re- 


ſpected and beloved, in proportion as 
children improve in health, good-hu- 


mour, docility, and capacity. That fa- 
mily is diſorderly, and cannot be proſpe- 


rous and happy, where it is not evident 


that the intereſt of the ſervants is inti- 


mately connected with that of the ma- 
ſter; and that ſervant cannot really and 
truly proſper, who doth not make his 
maſter's intereſt his own. For all good 
families have one common intereſt ; 
and all the members of them, even their 


| loweſt animals, feel the effects of that 


affeftionate regard to it, which governs 


the whole. 
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5 Directions to Servants, in regard to 
Children. 

I. CONSIDER yourſelves as the 
deputies or repreſentatives of parents; 
and never ſay or do what you think 
they would not ſay or do. 


II. Take more care in what you ſay 
or do before children than before the 
world ; for they may not only imitate, 
but miſunderſtand you. 


III. Do not ſuppoſe you can correct 
by advice and commands any miſchief 


(>: you 
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you do by improper words or actions 


in their preſence : : for if you adviſe 
them well, and give them bad exam- 


ples, they will neglect your advice, and 
follow your example, 


IV. Pay the ſtricteſt attention to 
truth in every word and action . never 
be fly or artful with them; have no 
myſterious whiſperings; and ſhew the 
utmoſt frankneſs in every thing relating 
to them. 


V. Always ſpeak to a child without 
whining, and without mincing your 
words; but with the utmoſt chearful- 
neſs and good - nature. 
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VI. Always give what they aſk for 
with a good grace, and without heſita- 
tion ; or refille | It e but in a kind 
manner. 
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vil. Never do any thing for a child, 
which it can do for itſelf without pre- 


judice. 


VIII. Never quarrel or ſhew paſſion, 
in the ſight or hearing of children, 


IX. Never give them any thing to 


eat, but bread or fruit, except at meals. 


Avoid, as much as poſſible, the uſe of 
butter, ſalt, ſugar, vinegar, muſtard, 


pepper, and all ſpices. 


Ww. 


En 
KX. Never give them any thing to 
drink but water. 


XI. Never make them jealous or en- 
vious of each other, by comparing their 
merits ; but ſhew. them, as much as 
may be, how a proper conduct may be 
advantageous to them, without pointing - 
either tothe faults or excellencies or 


their brothers and ſiſters. 


XII. strive to make children love 
rather than emulate each other; for 
emulation produces envy, when not 
under very ſkilful direction; and then 
can make but one child happy, while 
it may make all its brothers and ſiſters 
miſerable. 


XIII. Uſe 
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XIII. Uſe them to open air; to a 
good deal of exerciſe; and avoid warm 


rooms.“ 


XIV. Allow chem their natural liber- 
ty of ſitting or moving ; and never con- 
ſtrain them, but in things which affect 
other people. 


XV. Never puniſh by blows; but if 


a child is troubleſome, by perſiſting in 
doing what is forbidden, to the inconve- | 


nience of thoſe he is with ; let him oe 


confined for an hour or two ; not as a 


Elt is not meant that children ſhould not 

be uſed to bear very high degrees of heat and 
cold, whether natural or artificial; but that 
their ordinary reſidence ſhould not be in Warm 
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chaſtiſement, but as the means of pre- 
venting him from doing what he has no 
right to do: for a child ſhould never 


have cauſe to imagine, that thoſe who 


are about him, act from motives of 


— and ee 


I. 1 rewards and puniſh- 
ments (commonly ſo called) and even 
talking of them, with all poſſible care. 
Manage ſo that a child may himſelf 
find out, that gentleneſs, g00d-humour, 
and good behaviour, will make him 
happy, and that the contrary diſpoſi- 
tions and conduct will make him miſe- 
rable. Offences ſhould not be conſi- 


dred as committed merely againſt the | 
father and mother; but againſt the 


whole family ; and when a child is for- 
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given, it ſhould be made the act of all 
the family. 


XVII. If you are going on a party 
of pleaſure at noon, and a child has 
been peeviſh or boiſterous in the morn- 
ing, take care that he know what is go- 
ing forward; and tell him (but with 
perfect complacency and calmneſs ) 
ce that 1ll-tempered perſons are very un- 

“ pleaſant company; and that leſt he | 
ſhould be ſubject to a fit of the pouts, 


a 


you will not take him with you, till 
you can be ſure of his continuance 
in good-humour; and whenever that 
© time ſhall come, his being one of 


& the company will be very agreeable,” 


XVII. 
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XVIII. Keep children perfectly clean 


in their bodies; which ſhould be waſh- 
ed from head to foot every day in cold 


water. As to their dreſs, be rather ex- 
penſive in neatneſs, but ſparing in finery; 


let them be cloathed lightly, and with 


the utmoſt ſimplicity.* | Be | particular- 


ly careful in avoiding bandages, . and 
| ſuch ſhoes or ſtockings as may confine 
or cri pple the feet. 


XIx. 7 Adore fault a child may 


commit, if it be not ſuch as to oblige 
you to confine him, mention it as you 


think it deſeryes to be mentioned, and 


preſerve your chearfulneſs and good- 


* Perſons of fortune may dreſs up their chil- 
dren finely on ordinary occaſions, or when they 
are in diſgrace, in order to render them indif+ 
ferent to finery in their dreſs, 


ein 


temper. A child ſhould not imagine it 
is in his power to ruffle the temper of 
thoſe about him. . 


XX, Children from their earlieſt in- 
fancy ſhould have no more attendance 
| than is neceſſary for their ſafety and 

comfort. They ſhould acquire the ha- 
bit of amuſing themſelves, rather than 
depend on any other perſons. A child 
at the age of a few months, left on the 
floor of a large room to ſtretch its limbs, 
and crawl about as nature directs, would 
grow ſtronger and improve much ſaſter, 
than if it were dandled by a nurſe, or 
held always in her arms. Beſides, that 
much attendance gives children ideas of 
commanding and being waited upon, 
which ſhould be carefully avoided. 
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XXI. Be ſure to avoid all endea- 


- vours to pacity a child when it cries. 
A child would hardly. ever cry, if no 
further notice were taken of its crying, 
than to be ſure that CI in its dreſs 
gave it pain or confined it. 
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XXII. Never ſuffer a child to injure 
any living creature. Or if it ſhould, 


keep your. own temper, while you make | 


it ſalible _ its fault. 


—_ Do not render children 


revengeful, by teaching them to at- 


tempt returning the injuries they may 
have received from the furniture they 


run againſt, or the floor, &c. they fall 
upon. . 35 5 pe 25 F 2 F 
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XXIV. By talking too much to chil- 
dren of being good, particularly in the 


way of begging and ſoliciting them, 


they are taught to be naughty, and to 


believe that you, not they, are intereſt- 


ed 1 in their behaviour. You ſhould take - 


| pains to let them obſerve, that as you 
are affected by your own diſpoſition 
and conduct, ſo goodneſs of heart and 


ſweetneſs of temper are delightful, and 
peeviſhneſs and perverſeneſs miſerable 


in themſelves, q 


XXV. Avoid giving children the ti. 
tles of maſter, young gentleman, &c. 


Give them the diſtinctions of their 
ranks with the ſame indifference you 


pronounce their names ; treat them with 


the ſame fort of civility which is due 
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every one, without being familiar in 


| romping and rudeneſs. | 
= 5 XXVI. If a child is ſick or in pain, '4 


1 5 me as little anxiety as poſſible, and | 
= ſpeak to it in the ſame chearful and 
1 compoſed manner as if it were well. A 
= ö plaintive, pining attention, will alarm 
. | - : : 7 and make it fretful and apprehenſive. 
| } = - . Above all, never talk of death as an 
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18 | evil to be feared, but as a natural, and 


very often a happy event. 


XXVII. No ſervant ſhould be ſuffer- 

ed to approach children, who would 

| talk to them of the devil, of evil ſpi- 
rits, ghoſts, and ſuch things 'as may 

5 1 rerrify, weaken, and corrupt their 
- „„  J:»- 311/20 To} at 
Tru... 


* 
* * * wil; FARE FEE! 4 AFL ls 7 Wi. * Wan . . JT $44 | GM Std * 9 jp 2 , 2 gp : \ TY N 
10 Wa». Ck 172 ai 


o 3 r . 2. e Si * * * . 
. | T4 
; Ty . * 
* n 


1 . — g „ / N Fils N 
| 2 c \ * nm q ; . 3 S 
. 4. LH > a , 1 1 4 18 . n b 4 4 p ” wr . WO MS ha 1 
. we FR 5 * oy hs 4 1A is et Bs tt Hb * ol 2 2 x. $4 Gre * N Ws ne 9 4 8 
RRR 120 72 1 „ 2 * 22 755 n w 8 5 VENSS pl 8 
A, 4: — 


RT 


wA 
” 


Raa 
e 2 2 
R 1 

. 


( 21 ) 


XXVIII. Children ſhould have no- 

thing ſaid to them on religion by ſer- 
vants. And even parents ſhould avoid 
it while children are young, and until 
they have attained all neceſſary pre- 
vious knowledge. If the word God 
Mould be uſed, and they ſhould enquire 
concerning him (which is not proba- 
ble) they ſhould be told, that he made 
and governs the whole world ; but that 


they cannot know him yet. 


All prayers ſhould be carefully avoid. 
ed; becauſe children muſt miſappre- - 
hend them. They ſhould have no idea | 
that a good may be obtained but by a 


right temper and behaviour. The on- 
ly benefactors they KNOW are their pa- 
rents; 
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